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Exploring Art
Welcome to the Exploring Art class! During this semester, you will be introduced to a variety of art materials, techniques, and styles. My goal is to help you understand what type of art interests you the most and how you feel most comfortable expressing yourself through visual art in a studio art class. We will also spend time looking at significant works from art history, contemporary times, and those created by other students and you. My expectations are that you complete preparatory work with sketches, journaling, and homework assignments for classroom projects. As an art teacher, I believe that anyone can improve how they express themselves in visual art as long as s/he works hard and is not afraid to ask good questions. I encourage you to do the best work you can from whatever amount of practice and experiences you have in making art. With patience and diligence, I believe you should find your own style and the best artist you can be! Make artworks that are important to you and that you are proud to keep!
Assessment and Grading Procedures:

In-Class Projects: All projects will be graded using a rubric. Students will have the opportunity to complete a self-evaluation for each project (10 points). I do not accept late work unless a student has an excused absence for the day a project is due. However, I do give students the opportunity to make changes to artworks after they are graded so they have the opportunity to earn more points. 


All Missing artwork/assignments must be completed by:

1st quarter: 
1st half of 1st quarter- Friday, September 14th    



2nd half of 1st quarter –Friday, October 5th 



End of Quarter== Friday, October 12th

2nd quarter: 1st half of 2nd quarter- Friday, November 9th



2nd half of 2nd quarter- Friday, December 7th



End of Quarter== Wednesday, December 19th
Class Participation/Effort
Students will receive up to 10 points every day for their participation in class. Students will not be penalized for absences. It is the student’s responsibility to ask about missing work once he/she returns to school and/or to check Edmodo online.
Make-Up Policy

Students will have the number of days with an excused absence plus one day to turn in missed class assignments.

Hall Passes

It is very important for every student to be in class every day. It is often difficult for students to take projects home, so using class time effectively is a necessity. Students may use up to 2 hall passes per quarter if they are needed. Other passes may be granted in the event of an emergency or in extenuating circumstances. It is also school policy that students do not use hall passes for the first fifteen minutes or the last ten minutes or class.

Materials Needed

-Pencils and an eraser

-Sketchbook (9”x12” or similar size) 

Options: Folder/Binder with white computer paper $, wire bound $$ (purchase at Michael’s, Hobby Lobby, Dollar General, Walmart) , leather/cloth covers $$$ (bookstores, Michael’s, Hobby Lobby)

Guidelines for behavior in the art room:

1. Absolutely no bullying. "I was just playing" is not an excuse for any behavior!

2. No food or drink in class.

3. Always be on time to class and prepared with supplies and projects. After a third tardy, you will receive a teacher detention, and I will be calling your family.

4. Be positive, patient, and respectful! (Do not disturb other students, their materials and tools, or their artwork. Listen when others speak.)
5. Clean your workspace and return all tools and materials to their proper place.

6. Students may listen to music with ONE earbud or headphone. If I repeatedly ask a student to only use ONE earbud/headphone, then I will require s/he does not use her/his MP3 player, IPod, etc.

Discipline in the Art Room:

1. Warning

2. Teacher detention and call to your parent/guardian

3. Conference with Ms. Sand, your parent/guardian or principal, and a counselor

4. Referral to grade level administrator 

*Depending on the infraction, some steps may be skipped.

Working in the Art Room

Students may work in the art room after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays to make-up or continue a project. I ask that you try to tell me ahead of time if you would like to work after school so I can arrange with other students which of my two classrooms we will be using. Typically, on Tuesdays I try to work in room 613, and on Thursdays I work in B6. If you have an excused absence, please feel free to use this time in the art room after school. Activity buses are available Tuesdays and Thursdays this school year. 

Donations for the art room

Also, I would appreciate donations of any of the following items to the art room: 

-small containers with plastic lids, 

-baby food jars, 

-one or five gallon buckets with lids, 

-dry cleaning bags, 

-old cds, 





-1/2 gallon containers, 

-clean tshirts, 




-clean 2 liters bottles, 


-working USB flash drives 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. I look forward to working with you this semester in the art room!

Sincerely, 

Ms. Melissa Sand

Please remember that the Festival of the Arts is in early March!!

Any student is welcome to join Art Club! (
Spring 2012

Art Concepts and Major Projects

Each project listed below will be worth 100 points. 
1. Drawing test- Contour Line, Value/Shading, Value/ Crosshatching, Value/Stippling, Name (letter shapes), Self-Portrait

2. Color Wheel/ Color Chart

3. Graffiti -Basquiat/Keith Haring/Contemporary Artists - Use of Font/Painting Value

4. Op Art- Painting Patterns and perspective

5. Contemporary Pop Art -Elizabeth Murray/ Frank Stella- Paper sculptures-2D vs. 3D

5. Pop Art- Andy Warhol- Printmaking, Color Relationships

6. Abstract Expressionism- Kandinsky's Composed compositions

7. Surrealism - Dali's Dreamscapes Collage- magazine images and watercolor pencils

8. Art and Crafts - Frank Lloyd Wright -landscape and architecture in design

9. Cubism - Still-life drawing

10. Dada- found object sculptures

11. Impressionism - Encaustic landscapes/natural objects

12. Realism Self-Portrait

Exam: Mandala Project

Please return this paper by Friday, August 24th, 2012 for 20 points.
Please sign below if you have read the above information for Ms. Sand’s Exploring Art class. I understand the expectations for student behavior and I will do my best to follow and support daily class expectations.

Student Name (printed)






Date

________________________________________

_____________________

Student Signature







Date

________________________________________

_____________________


I understand that my student will have the opportunity to participate in class using a social media resource (www.Edmodo.com) that is secure for our individual class. 

I _______DO      ________DO NOT     permit my student to participate on Edmodo. 

Parent/Guardian Name(s) (printed)




Date

________________________________________

_____________________

Parent/Guardian Signature






Date

________________________________________

_____________________

Questions, Comments, or concerns for Ms. Sand: 

Please add your parent/guardian phone number and/or email for questions, comments, or concerns.

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________________________

Email:________________________________
Ms. Melissa Sand


Room B6


513-864-1807


� HYPERLINK "mailto:msand@princeton.k12.oh.us" ��msand@princetonschools.net�


www.melissasand.com








