Black History Month Typography Project

Goal: Students will work in a group to create a design and final sign for Black History Month that will be presented in the school

Objectives:

1. Learn the vocabulary for basic typography

2. Understanding the importance of positive and negative space

3. Understand scale

3. Understand line weight

4. Learn how to make letters three-dimensional

5. Understand the use of value

6. Understand pattern

7. Learn to draw from observation

8. Understand the connection between early and more recent 
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CATEGORIES of Fonts
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Roman style, an unusual "thick and thin" letter, often has thickness in different stem places. It usually has style endings called "serifs" on each stem end.
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Poster style, bold or general, is very popular and easy to read. It has even thickness in all directions and may or may not have serif endings.
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Script is a "connected" letter style, can be thick and thin or even thickness. It usually is "italic" or slanted. It is a very graceful, decorative style.
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	Unusual or "trademark" text styles are usually copyright protected. They are created for specific company logos. Creating these new font styles takes lettering to exciting developments.


Process:

Step #1a: Learn how to draw simple block letters.


	BLOCK LETTERING, POSTER STYLE

	Poster style lettering has even thickness in every direction. Mechanical spacing is the method used to create it--both the letter size and thickness. In the demo below, the "O" FRAME is a simple guide to use in any letter formation. For practices (right), we again found lined computer paper a great asset for students learning ruler dimensioning.
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  Note that in the left demo having 7 lines and 6 spaces, the letters "H" and "G" may have different BAR positions, the "g's" being higher. With 5 lines and 4 spaces there is only 1 bar position. Try it!


1b. Deciding the Font
There are many fonts for graffiti designs, you can study them by looking at images on the internet. You can also surf sites which are dedicated to graffiti art and check the most popular or commonly used fonts. (www.dafont.com) Use these fonts or draw graffiti style fonts in your own created style. 

*** Create all the letters from A to Z in your own style. Be sure to consider how you will create the SERIF, SPACING, and ROTATION of your letters.***


Step #2: Giving it Depth (drop shadow or 3D effects)
Step two is to give the font depth, by drawing or adding drop shadow like effects. Mostly this shadow effect is done by considering the light source at the top left. This drop shadow effect helps to make the graffiti letters stand out easily by separating it from the background, which is mostly drawn and painted with a flat color effect.

Basic Point Perspective 3D-
The best way to do this is to draw a dot somewhere on your paper. Basically any place will do.

I've drawn an example shown below:
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See how I drew lines from every point on the "T" to the dot on my paper? Odds are you wont want your 3d going all the way to your dot, so what you do is make a line that is parallel to the line of the letter. Form there you make your next parallel line and everything will start coming together.



Step #3: ***DRAW YOUR WORDS FOR THE BLACK HISTORY MONTH PROJECT in your own style of letters.
Step #4: Fill - Colors and patterns
To fill the colors on paper, use 2 COMPLEMENTARY COLORS and another color for the drop shadow. Fill up the drop shadow with a darker color. Then use other colors to add patterns on top of the fill colors that you have created.

Step # 5: Working on the Background
The background should be one that goes with the graffiti writing font colors you have used. You can design any kind of funky background with bright colors, but make sure you maintain some mild colors near your main graffiti font, otherwise it will make the main font dull.


Challenge Project: 

-Add bright highlights that are 
Graffiti Writing: Tags

A tag is nothing but a stylized signature of the artist. A tag is usually painted/colored in a single solid color that creates a contrast with its background. Graffiti artists often use a tag as a means to sign their work and leave a signature mark on or beside it. The ideas of tagging was first spotted in Philadelphia where and artists spray painted his tags Bobby Beck In '59 on many of the freeways surrounding the city. Another famous tag was the one seen in New York City which readTAKI 183. This graffiti artist gained so much popularity that his antics inspired media attention and led to an increase in popularity of this trend. 

Graffiti Writing: Throw-up /Throwie 

A throw-up or a throwie is usually created with one-color outline and a single layer of fill-color as well. Bubble lettering is common form of lettering used in this style of graffiti. A throw-up is usually a form of graffiti that is created in a short duration as an attempt to avoid attracting attention to the artist. Throw-ups are often a means to battle the rival artists in terms of numbers rather than quality. Many graffiti artists have a signature style of throw-ups as well.

Graffiti Writing: Piece

A piece is short for masterpiece and is usually a large graffiti painting. The pieces often incorporate several 3-D effects, arrows, color-transitions, and many other interesting artistic effects. The piece is considered to be a labor-intensive form of graffiti and is supposed to be the most beautiful work of a graffiti artist and hence requires more time to paint as compared to a throwie.

Graffiti Writing: Giraffiti/Heaven Spots

The giraffiti or heaven spots are modifications of pieces. There are just pieces which are painted in places that are hard-to-reach. Often the heaven spots or girrafiti is seen on places like rooftops and high freeway signs which make the graffiti hard to remove. The dangerous positions of the graffiti can also be perilous for people who try to climb up and remove the graffiti which can lead to death and hence the name "heaven spots". 

Graffiti Writing: Insides

This style simply refers to Graffiti created inside trains, trams, or buses. The trend of graffitis during 1970s in New York is one of the most prominent examples of this style of graffiti and was considered to be a major vandalistic act that ruined the insides of subway trains. 

Graffiti Writing: Scribe/Scratchitti

Scratchitti or Scribes is a style of graffiti, which is created by scratching or etching a tag into an object. Usually scribes can be created by using keys, knives, stones or ceramic drill bits. Scribes are difficult to remove since they are permanent scars made on the surfaces.

Graffiti Artists

Pictures

-Bansky   http://www.buzzfeed.com/mjs538/106-coolest-banksy-graffiti-drawings
Text

-

http://www.mmwindowtoart.com/wordart/lettering2.html
