OP ART

Op art is the short form for the art movement known as optical art. Time magazine described Op art as “Pictures That Attack the Eye” in October 1964; consequently, the Museum of Modern Art in Manhattan created an exhibition of Op art in 1965 that boasted 123 paintings and sculptures from 100 artists of 15 nations (Spike, 2008). 
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The optical art movement has been especially common in American art since the1960s, but the style really traces back to the year 1839 and one French chemist, Michel-Eugene Chevreul. He studied the effect of pairing complimentary colors, and his influence spread importantly to the father of Op art, Georges Seurat, the inventor of pointillism (Spike, 2008). Op Art can be created in black and white, but the use of color makes Op Art designs even more interesting and complex.
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COLOR RELATIONSHIPS

	Primary colors used in painting arered, blue & yellow.  All colors are blended from these. 
(Computers use others; see below)
	Complimentary colors are the colors that are directly across from each other on the color wheel.

	Secondary colors are green, purple &orange.
	Harmonious colors are the colors that are next to each other on the color wheel.  Like blue & purple.

	Tertiary colors are the mixture of two secondary colors. 
	Tints are colors with white added.  Shades are colors with black added. A color tone is the degree to which it changes.  

	Colors are considered either warm (reds) or cool (blues).
	Saturation is the amount of color used.  The more color, the more vibrant.  Pastels use only a hint of color.


Georges Seurat was NOT an OP artist, but the way he studied color in his paintings influenced the OP artists in the 1960s. The paintings below are approximately the size of our classroom whiteboard, but they are made up of dots the size of your fingertip!
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Optical art is concerned with creating optical illusions. The style typically favors abstraction over representation because observers must really focus their eyes and comprehend what they see. An illusion might suggest one thing at first, but a closer look reveals something different in the picture. The optical illusion creates different responses in observers through patterns, flashes, contrasts, movement, and hidden imagery. The observer is pulled into the picture in the same way that he or she is attacked by the image. 

Examples of Optical Illusions
Eye Jitters
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http://www.michaelbach.de/ot/mot_eyeJitter/index.html

Bulging Checkboard
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EE Bulging Checkerboard

From Michael’s “Optical lllusions & Visual Phenomena”

What to see defaut -

In the neighbouring
checkerboard you can see a
central “bulge”. This bulge is
illusionary: the checkerboard is
fully regular and each check is
square, as becomes obvious
when the small ticks are not
present.

Tioks

Akiyoshi Kitaoka classifes the Checks
phenomenon as a “geometrical
illusion with 3D impression”, I
could not agree more, and the
present demonstration indeed
was inspired by his “Bulge” and
also by this cute movier?.

@010 M. Bach
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http://www.michaelbach.de/ot/geom_KitaokaBulge/index.html
Snake Ad Lib
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From Michael's “Optical lllusions & Visual Phenomena”

What to see

The pattern at the right s stationary -
yet it seems to expand, especially if you
don't look directly at i, for instance
when reading this text.

Not everybody perceives this llusion,
for as yet ill-understood reasons.

What to do

This is one of the many variants of the
“Snake llusion” a5 made famous by
Akiyoshi Kitaoka. So what is special
here? The controls in the present
demonstration allow you to explore the
figural components to optimise the
illusion.

First thing to recognise: colour s nice,
but not necessary. So for ease of control
the figure switches to grey when
adjusting the brightness.

The upper slider controls the relative
brightness (technically: the lminance)
of the medium bright stripes. 45 the
diagram at the bottom right shows in a
cross-section of part of the figure: there
are narrow very dark (bluish) and very

Dore





http://www.michaelbach.de/ot/mot_snakeAdLib/index.html


Philip Taaffe (b. 1955) was born in Elizabeth, New Jersey, and trained at Cooper Union in New York. [image: image11.jpg]


 He has studied and exhibited internationally, and his works appear in museums such as Museum of Modern Art in Manhattan. Taaffe demonstrates the concepts of Op art in works like Eros and Psyche and Pine Columns. Eros and Psyche (1993-1994) is a vivid abstraction with bold colors of red, white, black, and orange. This painting reflects a similar style to some Abstract Expressionist works of Jackson Pollock. 

The British artist, Bridget Riley, was born in 1931in London. Her art from the second half of the twentieth century offers many examples of optical illusion. One beautiful work is done in the traditional black and white—Movement in Squares (1961). In this piece, Riley shows that a simple geometric pattern of checkerboard squares when arranged in a compelling way can create motion and illusion. A colorful piece, Shadow Play (1990), uses many colors to create a geometric pattern that inspires strong emotions in the observer. For example, the use of bright and warm colors creates a happy feeling. Riley notably represented her country in the Venice Biennale (1968) and became the first British contemporary painter and female to garner the Biennale’s International Prize in painting. 

Op art offers something in post-Modern and contemporary art for people who love powerful use of concepts like geometry, line, color, and pattern.

http://www.arthistory.net/artstyles/opart/opart1.html
One Point Perspective

COMPLETE only the INTRODUCTION on  the following website to learn about      one-point perspective: http://www.olejarz.com/arted/perspective/intro11.html .
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One point perspective is a mathematical system for representing three-dimensional objects and space on a two dimensional surface by means of intersecting lines that are drawn vertically and horizontally and that radiate from one point (vanishing point).
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Answer all questions thoroughly and completely (20 points).  Due by the end of class.

1. What is "OP Art" ?

2. When did OP Art first become popular?

3. Name 3 artists who created OP Art.

4. Describe WHY you like one of the OP Art examples shown above.

5. Write a definition for one-point perspective in YOUR OWN WORDS (use at least vocabulary words that pertain to this type of design. hint: be sure to look at the Olejarz website if you have time!) 

