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Welcome to the Animation class! During this semester, you will be introduced to a variety of art materials, techniques, and styles. My goal is to help you understand what type of art interests you the most and how you feel most comfortable expressing yourself through visual art in a studio art class. We will also spend time looking at both fine artworks and cartoons/animation for inspirations. Additionally, some assignments will be studio art projects (drawing, painting, sculpture, etc.) while others will be created using computer software. My expectations are that you complete preparatory work with sketches, journaling, and homework assignments for classroom projects. 
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Personally, I choose to teach art at the high school level because students have the opportunity and maturity to work passionately to develop projects to reflect their individual ideas and emerging art styles. I encourage you to do the best work you can from whatever amount of practice and experiences you have in making art. As an art teacher, I truly believe that with practice, patience, and reflection, we all can find excellence in what we create! I look forward to working with each and every one of you this semester. I challenge you to make artworks that are important to you and that you are proud to keep! 

Assessment and Grading Procedures:

In-Class Projects: All projects will be graded using a rubric. Students will have the opportunity to complete a self-evaluation for each project, which MUST be turned in before a project will be graded. Students will have two opportunities to turn in a project on time. If a student turns in a project with her/his self-evaluation on the first due date, s/he will have the opportunity to earn full credit. If a student turns in a project with her/his self-evaluation on the second due date, s/he will automatically lose 10 project points. After this second due date, I will not accept late work unless a student has an excused absence documented by the main office. Students have the opportunity to make changes to artworks after they are graded and may to earn more points for work that has been significantly improved. 

Grading: Student grades will be earned through projects, in-class assignments, and homework assignments. Projects are typically worth 100 points and make up the majority of a student’s grade. It is extremely important that a student completes EVERY PROJECT. Homework assignments will not account for any more than 20% of a student’s overall grade. Students will be required to take a final exam for this class as well as a quarter assessment and pre-test.
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Class Participation/Effort: Students will receive up to 10 points every day for their participation in class. Students will not be penalized for absences, but students will lose points for arriving tardy to class. This deduction of points is in addition to consequences for tardies according to the school discipline policy. Other expectations for participation are outlined on the following pages of this syllabus.
Make-Up Policy: Students will have the number of days with an excused absence plus one day to turn in missed class assignments. It is the student’s responsibility to ask about missing work once he/she returns to school. Assignments will be posted daily on our class Edmodo site. Students have access to check these assignments with any device that has internet access.
Use of Technology

Students in this class have the opportunity and privilege to use many digital tools and resources for creation and communication. Use of these items comes a great deal of responsibility and self-monitoring that is required so each student may work productively in class and be respected every day. It is absolutely required that students follow class and school guidelines for use of technology. For serious infractions, students may be accelerated on their progression to more serious consequences in the discipline hierarchy. If ever a student has a question regarding appropriate use of technology, it is the student’s responsibility to ask BEFORE s/he uses it. 
Technology opportunities in digital art (may be updated during the timeframe for this class: PC and Mac desktop computers, flatbed scanners, USB jump drives, digital cameras, Edmodo class pages, free internet research and creation sites, microphones, SMART projector, drawing tablets, student cell phones, iPods, iPads/tablets, etc.
Materials Needed   Pencils and an eraser
(1) 2-pocket folder 
-(optional) 4MB flash drive 
Princeton High School Expectations for Student Behavior 

1. Daily On-Time Arrival to Class: Students must enter the classroom quietly, wearing his or her ID and lanyard, electronic devices put away, and be seated in his or her assigned seat, BEFORE the tardy bell rings.  Students immediately begin the posted DO NOW activity.

2. Late Arrival to Class : Students are expected to arrive on time to each class, as described above. Tardiness to class results in consequences outlined the in Princeton High School Discipline Hierarchy
3. Emergency Hall Passes: It is very important for every student to be in class every day. It is often difficult for students to take projects home, so using class time effectively is a necessity. 
Only TWO Emergency Hall Passes are permitted each quarter. Students may only leave on the Emergency Hall Pass within the 10/10 timeframe, using his or her own Agenda signed by Ms. Sand, and wearing his or her ID and lanyard. 
No hall passes will be given by substitute teachers.
4.  Class Incentive Extra Credit Points for Each Quarter: If a student chooses to remain in class every day and not use one or two emergency passes, s/he will receive 10 bonus points for each unused pass.  
5. Students are expected to practice model student skills and behaviors:
SLANT: Sit up Straight, Lean forward and Listen, Ask and Answer Questions, Note important information 
and Nod in agreement or disagreement, and Track the Speaker. 
Use appropriate Voice Levels as directed by the teacher: Level 0 =Silent, Level 1= 12-inch Voice, 
Level 2= Presentation Voice

Stay Seated the entire bell unless given permission to move out of your seat. If you need a tissue or to sharpen 
your pencil, raise your hand. Ms. Sand will dismiss you at the end of class, NOT the bell.

Complete the DO NOW assignment immediately and independently at the beginning of each class.

When handed papers and materials by Mrs. Sand or another student, say “Thank you”.
Address your teacher as Ms. Sand. Do not only use her last name.
Knock respectfully before entering an empty classroom or a class already in session. If your tardiness interrupts 
a class in session, you will be expected to respectfully say, “Excuse me, I am sorry” with a level 1 voice and quietly take your seat.
Demonstrate self-control. If you or another student is being corrected, only compliant responses are appropriate. 
“Yes, ma’am, No ma’am, I don’t know, ma’am.” As you share resources and space in our art room, you should keep your hands to yourself and only work with your own project and tools.
6.Electronics and Earbuds: Electronics, cell phones, and earbuds are to be kept put away while in the classroom unless they are used for instruction. No charging or plugging in devices is permitted.
7. Food and Drinks: Only bottles of clear water are permitted into the classroom. Since we are in a computer lab, bottles of water should not sit on the desks during class. Food is not permitted in the classroom.
Princeton High School Discipline Hierarchy of Consequences

1. Warning

2. Hallway Conversation with your teacher or PHS staff
3. Last One out Of the Classroom / Phone Call Home

4. Referral to your Principal
Extra Time to Work in the Art Room

Students may work in the art room after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays to make-up or continue a project. If you have an excused absence, please feel free to use this time in the art room after school to make up your assignments. Activity buses are available Tuesdays and Thursdays this school year. 

Donations for the art room

Also, I would appreciate donations of any of the following items to the art room: small containers with plastic lids, baby food jars, dry cleaning bags, old cds, clean tshirts, tissues, and any old USB flash drives that you might no longer need. 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. I look forward to working with you this semester in the art room!

Extracurricular Opportunities:  Students are encouraged to participate in bi-weekly Art Club meetings and/or bi-weekly InterAlliance chapter meetings. There are no fees associated with these student groups, but students are required to purchase their own supplies and pay for the group activities in which they choose to participate.

Sincerely, 

Ms. Melissa Sand

Please remember to support your student and his/her work by attending

 the Festival of the Arts is in early March!! (
Return this paper by Friday, August 29th for 20 points.

Students: Sign below if you have read and understand the above information for Ms. Sand’s Art class. 
I understand and promise to follow the expectations for student behavior, use of technology, and completing projects and assignments.
Student Name (printed)







Bell
______________________________________________________________________________________
Student Signature







Date

______________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardians: Sign below if you have read and understand the above information for Ms. Sand’s students. 

I understand the expectations for student behavior, use of technology, and completing projects and assignments.

Parent/Guardian Name(s) (printed)






_______________________________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

________________________________________

_____________________

Parent/Guardians:  Students have the opportunity to use Edmodo, Gmail, and Weebly to access daily class assignments, track their progress, communicate with Ms. Sand and one another, as well as turn in their work. Edmodo is a social media site with a group that is limited for ONLY the peers in class with your student. Parents can request access to daily teacher posts by signing up with the code provided. 

By signing below, I give my student permission to enroll in the Edmodo group for his/her class. I understand I may visit www.edmodo.com for more information or request information from Ms. Sand at any time.
Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

________________________________________

_____________________

By signing below, I give my student permission to create a Gmail or Vikingmail account to use for class.

Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

________________________________________

____________________

By signing below, I give my student permission to create a website with Weebly to use for class.

Parent/Guardian Signature





Date

________________________________________

____________________

Questions, Comments, Concerns, or any Information you would like to share with Ms. Sand : 

Please add your parent/guardian phone number and/or email here if you would like to be contacted with information about our class.
� HYPERLINK "mailto:msand@princeton.k12.oh.us" �� Ms. Melissa Sand


Room 2054


513-864-1807


� HYPERLINK "mailto:msand@princeton.k12.oh.us" ��msand@princetonschools.net�


www.melissasand.com �








